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*Please note that Mershon Center lecture times have changed* 
Click here to view the event in Windows Media Player.
Click here to view the event in RealPlayer.
Download the podcast on the Mershon subscription page.
Lien -H ang Nguyen  is associate professor of history at University of Kentucky. She received
her B.A. from University of Pennsylvania and her Ph.D. from Yale University. She has held
fellowships at the Center for International Security and Cooperation at Stanford University, the
former John M. Olin Institute for Strategic Studies at Harvard University, and International
Security Studies at Yale University. Her first book, Hanoi's War: An International History of the
War for Peace (UNC Press, 2012) won the Edward M. Coffman Prize, Stuart L. Bernath Book Prize,
and was a finalist for the Berkshire Conference of Women Historians Book Prize.  Nguyen has
also published numerous peer-reviewed articles and scholarly essays on the wars for Vietnam,
and has written pieces for The New York Times, BBC, and San Jose Mercury News.
Abs t ract
Although the Tet Offensive represented a major turning point in the Vietnam War, much of North Vietnam’s decision making
surrounding the offensive remains unclear. Based on recently declassified materials from Vietnam, this paper reveals how
North Vietnamese domestic politics and foreign relations influenced Hanoi’s strategy deliberation for the 1968 offensive.
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